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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, for more than 30 years, 
Monica Pearson has been a voice of 
WSB-TV, the Atlanta ABC station. She 
is a sensitive, caring individual, and 
one of the most loved and admired tele-
vision anchors in the Nation. You can 
always see her out in Metro Atlanta 
somewhere, serving and sharing, giving 
back to the community of people who 
have supported her for many, many 
years. 

When Monica delivers the news, peo-
ple believe it because they believe in 
her, and they know she believes in 
them. She didn’t just read the news, 
but as a member of a community she 
tried to discover the truth, and we 
trusted what she said. Though she may 
be leaving the airwaves, she is not re-
tiring from her involvement in our 
city, our State, and our Nation. 

I wish Monica and her husband, John, 
the very best. We love her. She’s been 
good for our city, for our State, and for 
our Nation. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MONICA KAUFMAN 
PEARSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise in tribute to re-
tiring WSB-TV anchor Monica Kauf-
man Pearson, who brought Atlanta the 
evening news for almost four decades. 

Before I go into that, something is 
compelling me to extol the virtues of a 
glass of cold iced tea in the middle of 
the day. After a hard morning at work 
outside and you come in for your meal, 
for your lunch, and you enjoy that 
lunch with a glass of iced tea, it’s a 
Southern tradition, and I want to use 
that in talking about Monica Pearson. 

Monica is the recipient of numerous 
awards, including more than 35 
Emmys. She broke the color barrier 
and the gender barrier by becoming the 
first black female to serve as evening 
news anchor in the Atlanta broadcast 
market. She is known for her commit-
ment to excellence, her commitment to 
professionalism, and also for her opti-
mism and her compassion. 

She is also known for sharing her tal-
ents by mentoring aspiring female 
news anchors across the Nation. It was 
Marian Pittman, news director of WSB- 
TV who worked with Monica for more 
than 15 years, who said, ‘‘Monica is to 
WSB what sweet tea is to Atlanta.’’ 

Yes, she was a quenching force when 
she arrived in Atlanta. It was at a time 
where Atlanta had recently elected a 
blunt-spoken man of action, Mayor 
Jackson, as the mayor of Atlanta. It 
was a time of transformation. At those 
kinds of periods you have a lot of tur-
moil going on among people—one group 
losing control, the other group taking 
control. They were difficult moments 
during that time politically, and peo-
ple were polarized and divided. Then 
Monica arrived on the scene, a young, 
beautiful, personable, non-threatening, 

cheerful person. WSB-TV did some-
thing that was revolutionary: they 
made her the first African American 
and the first female to have that 
evening news slot. And boy, I’ll tell 
you, you’re talking about a glass of 
iced tea in a hot time, that’s what she 
was. 

Monica was so enthusiastic—she still 
is—upbeat, and she just lit up the TV 
screens. I personally just couldn’t keep 
my eyes off of her. She was so cheerful. 
Her laugh and her smile are still infec-
tious. She continues to light up At-
lanta. She created and hosted one of 
the most remarkable interview pro-
grams in the Nation—‘‘Monica Pearson 
Closeups.’’ She interviewed world lead-
ers, elected officials, and celebrities. 
Many of the people that she inter-
viewed were just astonished at the 
depth of her preparation for the inter-
views. 

While we are all wishing her God-
speed in her well-deserved retirement, 
we can take heart that she will con-
tinue to be a fixture on the Atlanta 
scene, always ready with a smile and 
an insightful word. 

Monica Pearson is and will remain an 
Atlanta treasure and a glass of good, 
cold iced tea. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, 
this week, we’re marking the second 
anniversary of the passage of the Af-
fordable Care Act. I wanted to take a 
few minutes to speak to a number of 
groups that have benefited from the 
health care reform, a reform which I 
strongly supported. 

If you think back to the time of the 
debate 2 years ago, it was at the height 
of hearing stories about people across 
the country, millions of people, who 
were struggling to access the health 
care system. So let me speak to the 
struggles of two or three particular 
groups. 

Many adults across the country had 
had the experience of trying to get 
health care coverage, health care in-
surance, and discovering that because 
they had a ‘‘preexisting condition,’’ as 
it’s so called, that they would be de-
nied that coverage. If you look at some 
of the policies even today, you can see 
that the list of preexisting conditions 
is a long one. You don’t have to have 
some kind of exotic disease or condi-
tion. Diabetes, hypertension, other 
things that plague millions of Ameri-
cans across the country could be the 
basis for an insurance company deny-
ing coverage to you. 

As difficult as that experience was 
for many adults to have when they 
went to try to purchase coverage be-
cause they had a preexisting condition, 
the most heart-wrenching stories we 
heard were of parents who had a child 
that suffered from a preexisting condi-

tion, and that child was unable to get 
health insurance coverage. It literally 
was tearing the hearts out of families 
across this country. One of the things 
that the Affordable Care Act put in 
place was a prohibition against deny-
ing coverage for children based on a 
preexisting condition. That is now law 
as a result of the Affordable Care Act. 

Those who argue that we should re-
peal the Affordable Care Act, I cannot 
believe that they want to go back to a 
time when a family would have to look 
at their child who had a preexisting 
condition and know that they couldn’t 
get coverage, couldn’t provide health 
care for that child. I can’t believe that 
we want to go back to that. 

A second group that benefited are 
young people, many of whom after they 
graduated from college could no longer 
stay on the health insurance plan of 
their parents because it wasn’t pro-
vided for. Under the Affordable Care 
Act, if you’re a young person, you can 
now stay on your parents’ health insur-
ance plan until age 26. 
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This is making a huge difference for 
millions of Americans across the coun-
try. Already hundreds of thousands 
have taken advantage of the oppor-
tunity to stay on the insurance plan of 
their parents, which means that young 
people, many of whom think that 
they’re invincible but then something 
happens to them and they need that 
health insurance coverage, now they’ll 
have it. It’s still in place because, 
under the Affordable Care Act, there’s 
now a requirement that health insur-
ance plans cover young people until 
age 26. 

I cannot believe that those who want 
to repeal the Affordable Care Act want 
to go back to a situation where mil-
lions of young people can’t access that 
health insurance coverage. 

And let me talk about the third 
group, our seniors who, 2 years ago, 
were dealing with the situation of hav-
ing to come out of pocket for prescrip-
tion drugs because of the so-called 
doughnut hole under the prescription 
drug benefit program. Under the Af-
fordable Care Act, we put in place the 
opportunity now to begin closing the 
doughnut hole and making sure that 
seniors who are in the doughnut hole 
have access to a 50 percent discount on 
prescription drugs, brand-name pre-
scription drugs. 

So now our seniors, many of whom 
before were having to make a choice 
between do I cover the cost of food, do 
I pay the rent, or do I cover the cost of 
my prescription drugs because they 
were having to come out of pocket, 
now, many of them don’t have to make 
that terrible choice because of the as-
sistance provided by the Affordable 
Care Act. 

I cannot believe that those who are 
urging the repeal of health care reform 
want to take our seniors back to a 
place where they have to make that 
terrible choice between whether to 
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